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Agencies News Notes 

Department of 

Homeland Security 

(DHS) 
 

o On May 19, CISA published its Essential Critical Infrastructure 

Workforce List 3.1. The slightly updated version clarifies language for e-

commerce, non-retail businesses providing access to certain items and 

vehicle maintenance. It also adds workers in telehealth, phlebotomy, 

skilled nursing care and substance abuse, and it updates terminology to 

match food and agriculture industry usage.  

o On May 14, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

released a comprehensive Exercise Starter Kit.  It facilitates planning 

workshops by using fact sheets, sample slides, and a presenter 

guide.  Additionally, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) recently released guidelines to reopen manufacturing or industrial 

facilities and meat processors on its regularly updated guidance page.  The 

CDC also created a community-focused website offering guidance for 

“Where You Live, Work, Learn, Pray, and Play.”  

o DHS, along with CDC, determined government employees supporting 

COVID-19 response efforts are providing essential services, so the 

guidelines for critical infrastructure workers apply.  As a result, Drs. 

Robert Redfield, Stephen Hahn and Anthony Fauci can continue to 

participate in meetings at the White House when their attendance is 

required, provided they are asymptomatic, screened and monitored for 

fever and other symptoms, wear a face covering and maintain a safe 

distance from others. 

o The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) at DHS is 

finalizing a 3.1 version of its Critical Infrastructure Workers list.  No 

release date is set.  

o On April 30, FEMA released a new factsheet for businesses restarting 

operations – “Planning Considerations for Organizations in Reconstituting 

Operations During the COVID-19 Pandemic.” 

o HHS’s FEMA, along with HHS, CISA and other federal agencies, are 

distributing cloth face coverings for critical infrastructure workers as part 

of a multi-prong approach to re-open American economic activity while 

continuing to limit spread of COVID-19. 

▪ As of April 27, 37.6 million cloth face coverings are being processed 

and distributed to state, local, tribal, private sector and federal entities. 

▪ The federal government will provide additional face coverings in 

production to states, territories and tribes for distribution, with priority 

to emergency services, food production and distribution, and other 

sectors that support community lifelines. 

o CISA has announced that the federal government will distribute to state 

emergency response agencies cloth facial coverings for critical 

infrastructure workers who do not need medical-grade personal protective 

equipment (PPE) for their daily work.  The facial coverings will be 

delivered in a phased approach for infrastructure workers, first responders 

and food producers.  Prioritization will be to areas with the highest 

COVID-19 infection rates.  The first phase includes distribution of more 

than 19 million facial coverings.  

o DOH’s Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) released 

Version 3.0 of the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers list, including: 

a reorganization of the section around health care and public health; more 

detail to clarify essential workers; emphasis for emergency medical 

services workers; and adding lawyers and legal aid workers.  In worker 

categories, all references to “employees” or “contractors” are changed to 

“workers.” 

o The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) at DHS is 

finalizing a third version of its Critical Infrastructure Workers list.  No 

release date is set. 

o ABA joined with other industry associations in signing a letter to urge 

Governors to adopt CISA critical personnel guidelines.  Read the letter 

here. 

o On March 28, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency 

(CISA) released additional guidance on essential workers for critical 

infrastructure.  This provides clarification that supply chain employees, 

those supporting essential workers in food and agriculture through 

ingredient manufacturing and processing, transportation and logistics, and 

workers providing disinfection services for essential food manufacturing 

facilities are all covered by CISA’s guidance.  Also included are DMV 

workers. 

o The U.S.  Department of Homeland Security announced that the deadline 

for “REAL ID” enforcement has been extended for one year - from 

October 1, 2020 to October 21, 2021.  The Real ID Act was enacted in 

2005, and modified federal law related to security, authentication and 

issuance of official forms of identification such as drivers licenses and 

other identification cards.  The measure was enacted to combat terrorism 

and is executed through local Departments of Motor Vehicles where 

  

https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Version_3.1_CISA_Guidance_on_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workers.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Version_3.1_CISA_Guidance_on_Essential_Critical_Infrastructure_Workers.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/188077
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-manufacturing-workers-employers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-manufacturing-workers-employers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/meat-poultry-processing-workers-employers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/guidance-list.html?Sort=Date%3A%3Adesc
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/critical-workers/implementing-safety-practices.html
https://aba-bigtree.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/4-30-20-non-fed-reconstitution.pdf
https://aba-bigtree.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/4-30-20-non-fed-reconstitution.pdf
https://www.cisa.gov/identifying-critical-infrastructure-during-covid-19
https://aba-bigtree.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/critical-infrastructure-letter-final.pdf
https://aba-bigtree.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/cisa-version-2-0-critical-infrastructure-with-high.pdf
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citizens are required to present multiple documents proving citizenship 

and residency. 

Food and Drug 

Administration 

(FDA)  

 

o On May 28, the Food and Drug Administration issued additional guidance 

temporarily revising certain labeling requirements to provide flexibility for 

manufacturers to make minor formulation changes without changing 

nutritional labels and ingredient lists.  The FDA is also temporarily 

allowing vending machine operators to sell foods without proper calorie 

information labels. 

o The FDA released on May 8 a food safety re-opening checklist and 

infographic for previously closed retail food establishments or those that 

have been open with limited service due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  The 

checklist addresses key food safety practices for retail food establishments 

to consider when re-opening and restarting operations.  

o The FDA released new documents regarding food safety and COVID-19 

on April 24: 

▪ What to Do if You Have COVID-19 Confirmed Positive or Exposed 

Workers in Your Food Production, Storage, or Distribution Operations 

Regulated by FDA. 

▪ Use of Respirators, Facemasks, and Cloth Face Coverings in the Food 

and Agriculture Sector During Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) 

Pandemic. 
o The FDA released new guidance to provide additional flexibility to 

support the food supply chain and meet consumer demand, allowing 

restaurants and food manufacturers to sell food without labeled nutrition 

information directly to consumers, allowing restaurants to release menus 

without nutritional information and easing packaging requirements for 

shell eggs. 

o The FDA released a new graphic advising consumers on best practices 

when shopping at grocery stores during the pandemic.  

o The FDA has authorized a device that tests patients for COVID-19 using 

saliva instead of the traditional swab technique which requires a type of 

swab in short supply, impeding widespread testing in the United States.  

The new saliva test, created by Spectrum Solutions and a branch of 

Rutgers’ Human Genetics Institute of New Jersey, does not require a 

swab.  Instead, similar to at-home ancestry testing, patients spit into a tube 

and close it.  The tube then releases a preservation solution to guard the 

needed components to test for the coronavirus.  Starting on April 15, the 

test will be used for drive-through testing at a facility in Edison, N.J. 

o On April 5, FDA updated its food safety guidance (after clicking through, 

please scroll down to first item in section on “Social Distancing, 

Disinfecting & Other Precautions”) to include guidance on maintaining 

social distancing in food production/processing facilities and food retail 

establishments where employees typically work within close distances.   

o On April 4, FDA updated its food safety guidance (after clicking through, 

please scroll down to second item in section on “Social Distancing, 

Disinfecting & Other Precautions”) to include guidance on employees in 

retail food and food production settings wearing face coverings to prevent 

exposure to COVID-19. 

o On April 2, FDA updated its food safety guidance (after clicking through, 

please scroll down to section on “Workers Testing Positive”) during 

emergencies as it relates to workers testing positive – referencing the Food 

and Beverage Issues Alliance Protocol – and once again sharing the 

CDC’s document for ill employees on how to help prevent the spread of 

COVID-19. As a reminder, the protocol serves as guidance for when an 

employee is a confirmed or presumptive case of COVID-19, and when a 

facility employee, facility visitor or customer has been in close contact 

with an individual with COVID-19. This protocol is specific to food 

manufacturing facilities, distribution centers and wholesale and retail 

outlets. 

o On March 27, FDA released a guidance document to provide restaurants 

and food manufacturers with flexibility regarding nutrition labeling of 

certain packaged food. FDA intends to work cooperatively with 

manufacturers for the remainder of the year regarding using updated 

Nutrition and Supplement Facts labels and will not focus on enforcement 

actions during this time. 

o ABA joined with other industry associations in signing a letter asking that 

the FDA provide additional labeling flexibility to the food industry during 

the COVID-19 crisis.  Read the letter here.  

 

https://aba-bigtree.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/20200508-covid19-reopenchecklist-1442.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/media/137868/download?utm_campaign=FoodCOVID_Reopening_05082020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/what-do-if-you-have-covid-19-confirmed-positive-or-exposed-workers-your-food-production-storage-or
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/what-do-if-you-have-covid-19-confirmed-positive-or-exposed-workers-your-food-production-storage-or
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/what-do-if-you-have-covid-19-confirmed-positive-or-exposed-workers-your-food-production-storage-or
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/use-respirators-facemasks-and-cloth-face-coverings-food-and-agriculture-sector-during-coronavirus
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/use-respirators-facemasks-and-cloth-face-coverings-food-and-agriculture-sector-during-coronavirus
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/use-respirators-facemasks-and-cloth-face-coverings-food-and-agriculture-sector-during-coronavirus
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-voices-perspectives-fda-leadership-and-experts/fda-provides-flexibility-food-industry-support-food-supply-chain-and-meet-consumer-demand-during?utm_campaign=FoodCOVID_Voices_04212020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://aba-bigtree.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/covid19-shoppingtips.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/food-safety-and-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/food-safety-and-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-during-emergencies/food-safety-and-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e7d1107dac60a6b3e3f098d/t/5e8664c27e5db072ad336918/1585865924826/FBIA+COVID19%2BCase+Recommended+Protocols_2April20+Version+4.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e7d1107dac60a6b3e3f098d/t/5e8664c27e5db072ad336918/1585865924826/FBIA+COVID19%2BCase+Recommended+Protocols_2April20+Version+4.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e7d1107dac60a6b3e3f098d/t/5e8664c27e5db072ad336918/1585865924826/FBIA+COVID19%2BCase+Recommended+Protocols_2April20+Version+4.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/food/cfsan-constituent-updates/fda-provides-temporary-flexibility-regarding-nutrition-labeling-certain-packaged-food-response-covid
https://aba-bigtree.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/fbia-request-to-fda-for-labeling-flexibility-3-24-2.pdf


COVID-19 Update: Federal Developments – Federal Agencies 

                   3 
 

Department of 

Transportation (DOT) 

 

o On May 28, DOT announced that it will give out more than 15 million 

cloth masks to transportation workers as part of a broad Trump 

Administration effort to equip critical workers.  The facial coverings, 

which were obtained by FEMA, will be sent through the U.S. Postal 

Service to transit, rail, aviation, maritime, highway and pipeline workers. 

o While not related to COVID-19 actions, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 

Administration (FMCSA) published on May 14 a final rule updating hours 

of service (HOS) rules.  This proposal has been in the works for many 

months, and the changes adopted now include:   flexibility to the 30-

minute break rule; modifying the adverse driving conditions exception to 

allow more driver discretion; and changing the short-haul exception 

available to most commercial drivers by lengthening the drivers’ 

maximum on-duty period from 12 to 14 hours and extending the distance 

limit within which the driver may operate from 100 air miles to 150 air 

miles.  Read the updated rules here and see a one-pager here.  

o The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) announced on 

May 13 its extension of the national emergency declaration on driver 

hours of service (which had been set to expire on May 15) through June 

14.  The notice can be found here. 

o Secretary Elaine L. Chao released a new video thanking those in the motor 

carrier industry for being on the frontlines performing essential work 

during these challenging times.  Please help share Sec. Chao’s message on 

your social media: Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube.  

o The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) has compiled 

a new list of FAQs regarding actions State Driver Licensing Agencies 

(SDLA) or commercial driver’s license (CDL) holders may take during 

the COVID-19 national emergency that are permissible under the Federal 

Motor Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSRs). 

o The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) has extended 

its Emergency Declaration through May 15.  The extension of the 

Emergency Declaration will continue the emergency relief from Parts 390 

through 399 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations, such as 

hours-of-service (HOS) rules for motor carriers and drivers providing 

direct assistance in support of relief efforts related to the COVID-19 

outbreak.  States are continuing to issue their own emergency declarations 

that are providing HOS relief, as well as relief from truck weight limits.  It 

is recommended to check with your state associations and state 

departments of transportation for more information on the state-level 

application of the emergency declarations on trucking rules. 

o ABA joined other industry associations and consumer brand companies in 

signing a letter to Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

Administrator Nicole Nason (FHWA), commending FHWA for its work 

on getting language to address truck weight limits into Section 22003 of 

the CARES Act.  

o The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) issued a 

waiver for commercial driver’s license (CDL) holders whose licenses have 

expired and who require medical exams, due to the closure of 40 state 

DMV offices.  The waiver runs through June 30.  

 

Department of 

Education 

o The Department of Education is not enforcing standardized testing for this 

school year, suspending federally held student loan payments for 60 days 

and waiving all interest on federal student loans. 

 

Treasury 

 

o On May 8, the Office of the Inspector General (OIG) for the Small 

Business Administration (SBA) released a report of its review of the 

Paycheck Protection Program (PPP). The report found the SBA’s formal 

guidance through interim rules and FAQs of the PPP did not align with the 

CARES Act in the following areas: (1) prioritizing underserved and rural 

markets; (2) loan proceeds eligible for forgiveness; (3) guidance on loan 

deferments; and (4) registration of loans. 

o As of close of business on May 8, the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 

had allocated $185 billion in loans since April 27, leaving roughly 40% 

left to be distributed of the $310 billion approved by Congress for the 

second round.  The average loan size for the second round is just over 

$74,000.  The first round of the program’s funding was fully allocated in 

less than two weeks. 

o Modeling indicates that the latest round of funding for the Paycheck 

Protection Program (PPP) is likely to run out by the end of this week. 

Despite strong demand for this relief program, it is unclear at this time if 

or when Congress will provide additional funding. Support for any new 

funding for PPP might be paired with changes to how the money can be 

spent by borrowers (see PPP proposed changes in the Congressional 

update). 

o The Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) went live again on April 27 at 

10:30 a.m. ET, but faced problems from the start.  The Small Business 

Administration (SBA) had issues with the E-Tran system preventing 

lenders from submitting loan applications.  The problems occurred after 

 

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/regulations/hours-service/hours-service-drivers-final-rule
https://aba-bigtree.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/fmcsa-hoursofservice-gettoknowthenewrule-embargo.pdf
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/emergency/extension-expanded-emergency-declaration-no-2020-002-under-49-cfr-ss-39025
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FFMCSA%2Fstatus%2F1255873341669466112%3Fs%3D20&data=02%7C01%7Ccaryn.moore.lund%40dot.gov%7C82759ff40e674c683cd108d7ed1a9e6d%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637238570909733594&sdata=c0DU%2F9coFyvlcaQg3PAZgCaJRuyfxWCdY1MisheOONY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FFMCSA%2Fposts%2F2580504848721683&data=02%7C01%7Ccaryn.moore.lund%40dot.gov%7C82759ff40e674c683cd108d7ed1a9e6d%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637238570909723599&sdata=QNoJKiISYF0MSd3OUFgHH39aTPW4vMK0DNBwdOGg3kg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FgdlMLITc4wM&data=02%7C01%7Ccaryn.moore.lund%40dot.gov%7C82759ff40e674c683cd108d7ed1a9e6d%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637238570909743583&sdata=8%2BopcxQN2RtMCExlFn%2BRUu%2Bt4rmZ3pUWBH06gqxW5Vk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/emergency/expanded-frequently-asked-questions-state-driver-licensing-agencies-and-commercial
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/emergency/expanded-emergency-declaration-under-49-cfr-ss-39023-no-2020-002-relating-covid-19
https://aba-bigtree.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/04-02-20-fhwa-letter.pdf
https://aba-bigtree.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/fmcsa-cdl-waiver-3-24-20.pdf
https://aba-bigtree.s3.amazonaws.com/files/resources/fmcsa-cdl-waiver-3-24-20.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/SBA_OIG_Report_20-14_508.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program#section-header-11
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the SBA announced on April 26 it would pace the acceptance of loan 

applications.  The SBA said some lenders were timed out after reaching 

the pacing limit.  

o The Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan program resumed on April 

27 after a fresh infusion of cash from Congress.  Ahead of the re-start, 

Department of Treasury (DOT) and the Small Business Administration 

(SBA) issued new guidance for borrowers and lenders on how to calculate 

payroll costs for the purpose of determining the amount of a PPP loan.  

Additionally, DOT and the SBA released an interim final rule on the PPP 

regarding business eligibility, application of affiliation rules, promissory 

notes and authorizations for lenders and safe harbor for businesses 

returning a loan.  

o The Treasury Department released updated guidance on the Paycheck 

Protection Program (PPP) indicating public companies are not likely to be 

eligible for the loans. The document states, “it is unlikely that a public 

company with substantial market value and access to capital markets will 

be able to make the required certification in good faith” in a new FAQ 

added today.  Several public companies announced they will return loans 

received through the PPP. 

o Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin announced that the Internal Revenue 

Service (IRS) has pushed the April 15 tax payment deadline back 90 days 

in an effort to ease the economic burden caused by COVID-19.  

o The U.S. and Canada have agreed to close the U.S.-Canada border to 

"non-essential traffic." Trade will not be impacted. 

 

State Department 

 

o The U.S.-Canada-Mexico borders will remain closed to “non-essential” 

travel for an additional 30 days. 

o The State Department is temporarily suspending routine visa services at all 

U.S. Embassies and Consulates.  Embassies and consulates will cancel all 

routine immigrant and non-immigrant visa appointments as of March 20. 

o On March 19, the State Department announced a Level 4 travel advisory 

applying to all international travel, its most severe warning, instructing all 

Americans abroad to either return to the United States or prepare to shelter 

in place. 

 

 

Department of 

Agriculture 

(USDA) 

 

o On May 22, USDA and FDA released recommendations to help address 

shortages of personal protective equipment (PPE), cloth face coverings, 

disinfectants and sanitation supplies in the food and agriculture industry 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

o On May 20, the USDA and FDA announced a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) to help prevent interruptions at FDA-regulated 

food facilities, including fruit and vegetable processing.  The MOU creates 

a process for the two agencies to make determinations about 

circumstances in which the USDA could exercise its authority under the 

Defense Production Act with regard to certain domestic food resource 

facilities that manufacture, process, pack or hold foods, as well as to those 

that grow or harvest food that fall within the FDA’s jurisdiction. 

o On May 12, the USDA authorized Ohio to provide extra nutrition benefits 

for low-income families with children who normally qualify for 

subsidized school meals.  There were roughly 850,000 such children in 

Ohio during the 2019-20 school year, according to the department.  Half 

of all U.S. states are now approved to operate the pandemic program. 

o USDA announced on May 8 an initial $1.2 billion for the “Farmers to 

Families Food Box Program,” part of the CARES Act.  These food boxes 

will distribute surplus food to local and regional food banks, community 

and faith-based organizations, and other non-profits. 

o U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue announced on 

May 5 a major expansion of Meals to You, a program to feed low-income 

children in rural areas through an innovative partnership with the Baylor 

University Collaborative on Hunger and Poverty, McLane Global and 

PepsiCo.  The initiative will now serve nearly 5 million meals per week to 

rural children impacted by COVID-19-related school closures – five times 

its original goal. 

o USDA announced on May 5 an initiative to provide up to $100 million in 

competitive grants for activities designed to expand the availability and 

sale of renewable fuels. The Higher Blends Infrastructure Incentive 

Program will provide direct funds to assist transportation fueling and 

biodiesel distribution facilities converting to higher ethanol and biodiesel 

blends.  Approximately $86 million will be used toward ethanol 

implementation related activities and approximately $14 million will be 

used for biodiesel implementation related activities.  

o On April 22, USDA announced that emergency Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP) benefit increases reached $2 billion per 

month across all 50 states and three territories, representing a 40% 

increase in overall monthly SNAP benefits and providing families with the 

maximum allowed allotment under law. 

o USDA announced a $19 billion Coronavirus Food and Assistance 

Program (CFAP) for farmers, ranchers, and producers hurt by the 

 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/How-to-Calculate-Loan-Amounts.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Interim-Final-Rule-on-Requirements-for-Promissory-Notes-Authorizations-Affiliation-and-Eligibility.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
•%09https:/www.fda.gov/food/cfsan-constituent-updates/fda-and-usda-release-recommendations-those-food-and-agriculture-sector-experiencing-shortages-ppe
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/domestic-mous/mou-225-20-011
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/domestic-mous/mou-225-20-011
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=f896926546f2fc5d40cdcb3f3aa4a19523b0fc6aa3fadca48a72b427dcb57d39b4eeeb8e781c550fc39376b2a972b1bf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/press-release/usda-approves-12-billion-contracts-farmers-families-food-box-program
https://www.fns.usda.gov/news-item/usda-019220
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/04/usda-announces-100-million-american-biofuels-infrastructure
https://www.rd.usda.gov/hbiip
https://www.rd.usda.gov/hbiip
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/22/usda-increases-monthly-snap-benefits-40
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coronavirus pandemic. You can read more about where the funds are 

slated to go here.  

o The USDA issued a communication on March 17 assuring consumers the 

food supply is safe and that food safety inspections will continue. 

o On March 17, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a 

new public-private partnership that aims to deliver nearly 1 million meals 

to students attending rural schools that have closed due to the coronavirus 

pandemic.  The USDA will partner with PepsiCo Inc., the Baylor 

Collaborative on Hunger and Poverty and McLane Global to carry out a 

plan that delivers boxes of food to children. Students, in a limited 

capacity, will receive boxes containing five days worth of shelf-stable, 

nutritious, individually packaged foods. 

 

Departments of Labor 

(DOL) 

o OSHA announced on May 19 revised policies for enforcing requirements 

with respect to COVID-19 by increasing in-person inspections at all types 

of workplaces and revising its previous enforcement policy for recording 

cases.  

o U.S. Department of Labor senior officials will hold a background briefing 

via conference call on May 20 at 10:30 a.m. EDT regarding a final rule 

that allows employers to offer bonuses or other incentive-based pay to 

employees whose hours vary from week to week. 

o DOL is hosting an online dialogue from April 30 through May 7 for the 

private sector to discuss challenges that may be faced as businesses reopen 

and ways in which to help employers and workers safely reopen 

America’s workplaces. You can read more here.  

o The DOL clarified that independent contractors who experience a 

“significant diminution” of work are eligible for aid from DOL’s 

Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program. 

o The DOL announced an Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

(OSHA) interim enforcement response plan for the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The plan provides instructions and guidance to OSHA Area Offices and 

compliance safety and health officers for handling COVID-19-related 

complaints, referrals and severe illness reports. 

o Early in the week of March 30, the U.S. Department of Labor’s Wage and 

Hour Division (WHD) issued a news release regarding guidance on paid 

sick, family and medical leave. This latest guidance includes questions and 

answers addressing critical issues such as the definition of a “health care 

provider,” and the scope of the small business exemption for purposes of 

exclusion from the provisions of the Emergency Paid Sick Leave Act and 

Emergency Family and Medical Leave Expansion Act, as well as whether 

public sector employees may take paid family and medical leave. All of 

this adds to the wide range of WHD-published compliance assistance 

materials, including fact sheets and posters – all available here in both 

English and Spanish. 

o The Department of Labor (DOL) has posted additional Questions and 

Answers regarding implementation of certain provisions of the Families 

First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) including definitions of key 

terms and implementation dates. 

o On March 23, Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of  Labor for Occupational Safety 

and Health Loren Sweatt and Office of Emergency Management and 

Preparedness’s (OEMP) Dr. Christopher Brown gave guidance on 

workplace safety regarding COVID-19. OSHA reminded companies, 

especially those that are in the 16 “critical” industries noted by CISA, that 

they should limit employees in the facility to only those critical to the 

business.  In these instances, social distancing and routine cleaning should 

be maintained. Deep cleaning is not recommended unless a COVID-19 

case is diagnosed in a facility. All companies are encouraged to create 

COVID-19 plans.  In creating these plans, please refer to EPA’s list of 

cleaners that are effective against COVID-19 and OSHA’s COVID-19 

guides.  

 

 

Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

(CDC) 

o On May 28, the CDC updated guidance regarding: (1) transportation; (2) 

reopening restaurants and bars; (3) reopening public pools, hot tubs and 

water playgrounds; and (4) employer considerations for office buildings. 

o CDC has revised its website to clarify contagion risks for COVID-19.  In a 

new update, the agency notes that coronavirus is easily spread among 

individuals – noting that, ‘The virus spreads easily between people’ – but 

also updated what sources are not major risks. Under a new heading - ‘The 

virus does not spread easily in other ways’ - CDC explains that touching 

contaminated objects or surfaces does not appear to be a significant mode 

of transmission.  The same is true for exposure to infected animals.  Visit 

CDC’s “How COVID-19 Spreads” page here. 

o The CDC quietly published during the week of May 18 detailed guidelines 

for reopening schools and businesses that have been shut down during the 

 

https://www.hoeven.senate.gov/news/news-releases/hoeven-usda-to-provide-16-billion-in-direct-assistance-to-farmers-and-ranchers-3-billion-in-agriculture-purchases
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/stakeholder-info/SA_By_Date/SA-2020/SA-03/coronavirus-statement
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/03/17/usda-announces-feeding-program-partnership-response-covid-19
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-05-19/updated-interim-enforcement-response-plan-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://openingworkplaces.ideascale.com/
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/041720%20DOL%20%20Response%20to%20Wyden%20RE%20COVID%20UI%20Assistance.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-04-13/interim-enforcement-response-plan-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200328
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-questions
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-questions
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-questions
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcra-questions
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/using-transportation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/business-employers/bars-restaurants.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/parks-rec/aquatic-venues.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/parks-rec/aquatic-venues.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/office-buildings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-covid-spreads.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/php/CDC-Activities-Initiatives-for-COVID-19-Response.pdf
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coronavirus pandemic. The updated document includes specific guidance 

for reopening child care centers, schools, businesses, restaurants and 

public transit. Among the additions is more detailed advice for mass 

transit that suggests encouraging social distancing by adding floor decals 

or colored tape to ensure people remain six feet apart. 

o The CDC and EPA released updated guidance to help facility operators 

and families properly clean and disinfect spaces.  This guidance was 

developed in collaboration with the White House and provides step-by-

step instructions for public spaces, workplaces, businesses, schools and 

homes, and is consistent with the “Opening Up America Again” 

guidelines. 

o The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) changed its 

guidance for workers in critical industries, including food supply, to 

suggest that people exposed to the coronavirus should return to work if 

they are asymptomatic.  Previously, the CDC’s guidance was for workers 

to self-quarantine for two weeks after exposure to someone who tested 

positive for the virus.  Now, the agency suggests these employees should 

return to work as long as they are not showing symptoms but should wear 

a face mask, practice social distancing and do regular temperature checks. 

o As of March 16, President Trump and CDC leadership announced new 

social distancing guidelines, asking people to limit gatherings to no more 

than 10 people, engage in no unnecessary travel, keep children home when 

sick, and avoid bars, restaurants and food courts. CDC is also 

recommending no gatherings of more than 50 people for the next eight 

weeks (approximately mid-May). 

 

National Institute of 

Health (NIH) 

 

o The National Institutes of Health has launched a website with important 

educational resources for coronavirus workers dealing with the spread of 

COVID-19. This is part of  NIH’s long-established Worker Training 

Program which provides educational resources for employees in high-risk 

occupations who serve the public during emergencies and who need skills 

to protect their own health as they are potentially exposed to dangerous 

pathogens, contaminated materials or infected people. More information 

here. 

 

 

Small Business 

Administration (SBA) 

 

o The Small Business Administration released a list of lenders participating 

in PPP by state. 

o The Treasury Department and the Small Business Administration  released 

an updated Payroll Protection Program (PPP) frequently asked questions 

document for borrowers and lenders.  It addresses questions including the 

use of payroll processors, affiliation rules, seasonal businesses and more. 

o The SBA published the Paycheck Protection Program – Interim Final Rule 

that allows businesses with fewer than 500 employees to obtain loans at 

1% interest to continue to pay workers.  The loan payments are deferred 

for 6 months, and if  at least 75% of the loans are used for payroll costs, 

group health benefits, mortgage/rent payments on facilities, and utility 

payments the principal is forgiven, essentially turning the loan into a 

grant.  Any federally insured depository institution, credit union or farm 

credit system is immediately deemed a qualified lender for these loans. 

o On March 31, the Small Business Administration (SBA) released the new 

streamlined application for the Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL). 

With this new online portal, companies can quickly identify eligibility for 

disaster loan support. Increased funding for the disaster loan program was 

included in the Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Bill 

signed into law by President Donald Trump on March 6.  Details are 

available here for how these loans can be utilized. Please note, the EIDL 

loans and the $349 Billion in Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans 

established under the CARES ACT are different.  PPP guidelines can be 

found here and the application here. 

 

 

https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus/guidance-cleaning-and-disinfecting-public-spaces-workplaces-businesses-schools-and-homes
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/critical-workers/implementing-safety-practices.html
https://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/covid19worker/
https://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/covid19worker/
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/Lenders%20participating%20in%20PPP%20by%20State_As%20of%2004%2023%2020.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Paycheck-Protection-Program-Frequenty-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP--IFRN%20FINAL.pdf
https://covid19relief.sba.gov/#/
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/paycheck-protection-program
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP%20--%20Overview.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Borrower%20Paycheck%20Protection%20Program%20Application%20%28v1%29.pdf

